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Welcome to the Annunciation Cathedral!  

We are delighted to welcome you to our parish family this morning!  If you are visiting us, please fill out the "Visitor 

Information Card," located in the Narthex (Church Vestibule), and give it to one of the Parish Council Members at the 

candle stand in the Narthex.ò  They will inform the priest and also direct you to the Fellowship Hall following services.  If 

you are a ñnewcomerò (i.e. Eastern Orthodox Christian new to our city), or you would like to know more about becoming 

an Orthodox Christian, please introduce yourself to one of the clergy who would be most happy to meet with you and 

discuss membership in our Cathedral community. 

 

St. John Chrysostomôsô Homily 52 on Matthew 

Matthew 15:21-28 

But Christ says, I am not sent, but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  (Matthew 15:24)  

 

What then did the woman, after she heard this? Was she silent, and did she desist? Or did she relax her earnestness? 

By no means, but she was the more instant. But it is not so with us; rather, when we fail to obtain, we desist; whereas 

it ought to make us the more urgent. 

 

And yet, who would not have been driven to perplexity by the word which was then spoken? Why His silences were 

enough to drive her to despair, but His answer did so very much more. For together with herself, to see them also in 

utter perplexity that were pleading with her, and to hear that the thing is even impossible to be done, was enough to 

cast her into unspeakable perplexity. 

 
Yet nevertheless the woman was not perplexed, but on seeing her advocates prevail nothing, she made herself 

shameless with a goodly shamelessness. 
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For whereas before this she had not ventured so much as to come in sight (for she cries, it is said, after us), when one 

might expect that she should rather depart further off in utter despair, at that very time she comes nearer, and 

worships, saying, Lord, help me. (Matthew 15:25)  

 
What is this, O woman? Have you then greater confidence than the apostles? More abundant strength? Confidence 

and strength, says she, by no means; nay, I am even full of shame. Yet nevertheless my very shamelessness do I put 

forward for entreaty; He will respect my confidence. And what is this? Heardest thou not Him saying, I am not sent 

but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel? I heard, says she, but He Himself is Lord. Wherefore neither did she 

say, Entreat and beseech, but, Help me. 

 
What then says Christ? Not even with all this was He satisfied, but He makes her perplexity yet more intense again, 

saying,  

 

It  is not meet to take the children's bread and to cast it to the dogs. (Matthew 15:26) 

 
And when He vouchsafed her a word, then He smote her more sharply than by His silence. And no longer does He 

refer the cause to another, nor say, I am not sent, but the more urgent she makes her entreaty, so much the more does 

He also urge His denial. And He calls them no longer sheep, but children, and her a dog. 

What then says the woman? Out of His own very words she frames her plea. Why, though I be a dog, said she, I am 

not an alien. 

 
Justly did Christ say, For judgment am I come. (John 9:32) The woman practices high self-command, and shows 

forth all endurance and faith, and this, receiving insult; but they, courted and honored, requite it with the contrary. 

 

For, that food is necessary for the children, says she, I also know; yet neither am I forbidden, being a dog. For were it 

unlawful to receive, neither would it be lawful to partake of the crumbs; but if, though in scanty measure, they ought 

to be partakers, neither am I forbidden, though I be a dog; nay, rather on this ground am I most surely a partaker, if I 

am a dog. 

 

With this intent did Christ put her off, for He knew she would say this; for this did He deny the grant, that He might 

exhibit her high self-command. 

 
For if He had not meant to give, neither would He have given afterwards, nor would He have stopped her mouth 

again. But as He does in the case of the centurion, saying, I will come and heal him, (Matthew 8:7) that we might 

learn the godly fear of that man, and might hear him say, I am not worthy that You should come under my roof; 

(Matthew 8:8) and as He does in the case of her that had the issue of blood, saying, I perceive that virtue has gone 

out of me, (Luke 8:46) that He might make her faith manifest; and as in the case of the Samaritan woman, that He 

might show how not even upon reproof she desists: (John 4:18) so also here, He would not that so great virtue in the 

woman should be hid. Not in insult then were His words spoken, but calling her forth and revealing the treasure laid 

up in her. 

 

But do thou, I pray you, together with her faith see also her humility. For He had called the Jews children, but she 

was not satisfied with this, but even called them masters; so far was she from grieving at the praises of others. 
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Why, the dogs also, says she, eat of the crumbs that fall from their master's table. (Matthew 15:27) 

 

Do you see the woman's wisdom, how she did not venture so much as to say a word against it, nor was stung by 

other men's praises, nor was indignant at the reproach? Do you see her constancy? He said, It is not meet, and she 

said, Truth, Lord; He called them children, but she masters; He used the name of a dog, but she added also the dog's 

act. Do you see this woman's humility? 

 
Hear the proud language of the Jews. We be Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage to any man;  

(John 8:33) and, We be born of God. (John 8:41) But not so this woman, rather she calls herself a dog, and them 

masters; so for this she became a child. What then says Christ? O woman, great is your faith. (Matthew 15:28) 

 
Yea, therefore did He put her off, that He might proclaim aloud this saying, that He might crown the woman. 

Be it unto you even as you will. Now what He says is like this: Your faith indeed is able to affect even greater things 

than these; nevertheless, Be it unto you even as you will. 

 
This was akin to that voice that said, Let the Heaven be, and it was. (Genesis 1:3) 

 

And her daughter was made whole from that very hour. 

 
Do you see how this woman too contributed not a little to the healing of her daughter? For to this purpose neither did 

Christ say, Let your little daughter be made whole, but, Great is your faith, be it unto you even as you will; to teach 

you that the words were not used at random, nor were they flattering words, but great was the power of her faith. 

from:  litteralchristianlibrary.wetpaint.com/Early+Church+Fathers+Collect... 

For those Preparing to Receive Holy Communion
For Orthodox Christians prepared to receive Holy Communion: 
Having prepared before-hand at home by fasting, prayer, and repentance (and Holy Confession, if necessary), being at 

peace with all, when the time comes during the Holy Liturgy for the distribution of Holy Communion, please remain in 

you pew until a Parish Council Member directs you to approach the chalice from the center aisle.  (During the Church 

School year the children and their teachers receive first, followed by the Choir then the rest of the Congregation.) With the 

Communion cloth beneath your chin, (assisted by the altar boys) recite your baptismal name aloud and open your mouth 

wide as the Priest administers the Holy Sacrament, (taking Communion off of the spoon).  Then, take a piece of blessed 

brad (antidoron) from the bowl held by the altar boy and return to your pew via the side aisle.  Take a few minutes to 

cherish this great gift of Christ Himself within you. 

 

For our Guests who are not Orthodox Christians and those Orthodox not properly prepared to receive 

Holy Communion: 

An Orthodox Christian should not approach the Holy Chalice unless she or he has properly prepared themselves with 

prayer, fasting, and repentance.  (If you have questions about this, please ask for clarification from the priest.) Since for 

the Orthodox, Holy Communion is a sign of complete unity in faith, as a consequence of the sad divisions of Christianity, 

painfully, we cannot extend a general invitation to receive Holy Communion to those who are not part of the Orthodox 

Church.  But as a sign of hope that unity may come one day, all are invited (non-communing Orthodox and Non-

Orthodox alike) to receive the blessed bread (antidoran) at the very end of the Holy Liturgy as a blessing. The bread is 

taken from the same loaf from which Holy Communion is prepared and blessed immediately after the consecration of the 

Sacrament
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Hymns and Scriptural Readings for this Morning 
JApolutivkion.    | Hco" pl. 

d   vv.  

} Ex u[you" kath`'qe" oJ Eu[splagcno", 

tafh;n katedevxw trihvmeron, i[na h Jma`" 

ejleuqerwvsh/" tw`n paqw`n.  ÔH zwh; kai; 

hJ ajnavstasi" hJmw`n, Kuvrie dovxa soi.  

Ex ipsous katilthes o Efsplahnos, tafin katedexo triimeron, ina 

imas eleftherosis ton pathon, i zoi ke i anastasis imon, Kirie 

doxa si. 

Resurrection Dismissal Hymn Plagal of the 

Fourth Tone 
You descended from on high, O compassionate One, and 

condescended to be buried for three days, so that from the 

passions You might set us free. Our life and resurrection, 

O Lord, glory be to You. 

Entrance Hymn 
Deu`te proskunhvswmen k ai; prospevswmen 

Cristw`/.  Sw`son hJma`~ UiJev Qeou`, oJ 

ajnasta;~ ejk nekrw`n, yavllontav~ soi:  

jAllhlouvi>a.  

 

Come, let us worship and bow before Christ.  Save us, O Son of 

God having risen from the dead, singing to You; Alleluia. 

 
Following the Entrance with the Gospel, the 

Resurrectional Troparion above is repeated, followed 

by:  

 

jApolutivkio n giav tw`n   

JAnakomidhv Leiyavnwn   

JIgnativou tou` Qeofovrou   

| Hco~ d v  
ǬŬǿ ŰȍȕɸȒȊ ȉǽŰȌȐȌȎ, ȇŬǿ ȅɸȕȊȒȊ ŭȆǼŭȌȐȌȎ, ŰȗȊ 
ǥɸȌůŰȕȈȒȊ ȂŮȊȕȉŮȊȌȎ, ŰǾȊ ɸȍǼȋȆȊ ŮȖȍŮȎ ŪŮȕɸȊŮȏůŰŮ, 
ŮȆȎ ȅŮȒȍǿŬȎ ŮɸǿȁŬůȆȊ, ŭȆǼ ŰȌȖŰȌ ŰȕȊ ȈȕȂȌȊ ŰǾȎ 
ŬȈȄȅŮǿŬȎ ȌȍȅȌŰȌȉȗȊ, ȇŬǿ ŰǾ ɸǿůŰŮȆ ŮȊǾȅȈȄůŬȎ ȉǽȐȍȆȎ 
ŬǿȉŬŰȌȎ, ǫŮȍȌȉǼȍŰȏȎ ǫȂȊǼŰȆŮ, ɸȍǽůȁŮȏŮ ǷȍȆůŰȗ Űȗ 
ŪŮȗ, ůȒȅǾȊŬȆ ŰǼȎ ȑȏȐǼȎ ȄȉȗȊ. 
 
Ke tropon metahos, ke thponon diadohos, tone Apostolon 

genomenos, teen prakseen evres Theopnefste, ees theorias 

epeevaseen, thea touto tone logon tees aleetheas 

orthotomon, ke tee peestee eneethleesas mehrees ematos, 

Ieromartees Eegnatie, presveve hreesto toe theo, sotheene 

tas pseehas eemon. 

Dismissal Hymn for the Removal of the Relics 

of Ignatius the God-bearer Tone Four 
As a sharer of the ways and a successor to the throne of 

the Apostles, O inspired of God, you found discipline to 

be a means of ascent to divine vision. Wherefore, having 

rightly divided the word of truth, you did also contest for 

the Faith even unto blood, O Hieromartyr Ignatius. 

Intercede with Christ our God that our souls be saved. 

 

 

jApolutivkion tou' 

Eujaggelismou`   

  | Hco"  d   v 
 

Shvmeron th`~ swthriva~ hJmw`n to; 

kefavlaion, * kai; tou` ajp aijw`no~ 

Musthrivou hJ fanevrwsi~: * oJ UiJo;~ 

tou` Qeou`, UiJo;~ th`~ Parqevnou 

givnetai, * kai; Gabrih;l th;n cavrin 

eujaggelivzetai.  * Dio; kai; hJmei`~ 

su;n aujtw`/ * th`/ Qeo tovkw/ bohvswmen: 

* Cai`re Kecaritwmevnh, * oJ Kuvrio~ 

meta; sou`.  

 
 

See-me-ron  tees  so-tee-ree-as  ee-mon  to  ke-fa-le-on, * ke  

too  ap  e-o-nos  Mee-stee-ree-oo  ee fa-ne-ro-sees;  * o      

Ee-os  too  The-oo  Ee-os  tees  Par-the-noo  yee-ne-te,  * ke  

Ga-vree-eel  teen  ha-reen ev-an-ge-lee-ze-te. * Thee-o ke ee-

mees seen af-to *tee The-o-to-ko vo-ee-so-men, * He-re Ke-

ha-ree-to-me-nee, *o Kee-ree-os me-ta  soo. 

 
 

Dismissal Hymn of the Annunciation 

Fourth Tone 
 

Today is the crown of our salvation * and the manifestation 

of the mystery that is from all eternity.  * The Son of God 

becomes the Son of the Virgin, * and Gabriel announces the 

good tidings of grace.  * Therefore let us also join him and 

cry aloud * to the Theotokos: * Hail, you who are full of 

grace: * the Lord is with you. 
 

Kontavkion Hco " a    v 

 
jO mhvtran parqenikh;n aJgiavsa" tw/` 

tovkw/ sou, kai; cei`ra" tou` Sumew;n 

eujloghvsa" wJ" e[prepe, profqavsa" kai; 

nu`n e[swsa" hJma`", Criste; oJ Qeov".  

JAll j eijrhvneuson ejn polevmoi" to; 

polivteuma, kai; krataivwson basilei`" 

ou{" ujgavphsa", oJ movno" filavnqrwpo".  

 
 

O  mee-tran  par-the-nee-keen  a-yee-a-sas  to  to-ko  soo,  ke  

hee-ras  too  See-me-on  ev-lo-yee-sas  os  e-pre-pe,  prof-

tha-sa  ke  neen  e-so-sas  ee-mas,  Hree-ste  o  The-os.  Al  

ee-ree-nef-son  en  po-le-mees  to  po-lee-tev-ma,  ke  kra-te-

o-son  va-see-lees  oos  ee-ga-pee-sas,  o  mo-nos   fee-lan-

thro-pos. 

 
 

Kontakion First Tone 




