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TThh ee  FFii rr ee  ooff   GGoodd  
òThen the Angel of the Lord appeared to him [to Moses] in a 

flame of fire from the midst of a bush, but the bush was not 

consumed.ó  Exodus 3:2 

Saint Nikolai of Zica shares his personal reflections on the 
burning bush and invites us to join him in considering its 
meaning for our lives: ºLet me ponder on the burning bush 
on Horeb: 1. How the bush burned but was not consumed.  
2. How the most pure Virgin, carrying the Lord within 
herself, bore the divine fire but was not burned by it.  3. 
How the fire of divine grace rejuvenates, heals and 
illumines my sinful soul.» 
The association of the presence and action of God with fire 
may be found throughout Holy Scripture.  Some instances 
of fire and God½s presence reveal the Divine fire as grace-
bearing, light-giving, or strengthening.  Thus the fire of 
God comes to enable or to renew.  On the other hand, the 
Apostle prays in the Epistle to the Hebrews, may we 
º...serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear, for 
our God is a consuming fire» (Heb. 12:28,29).  Thus, also, 
the fire of the Lord may fall to consume in judgment (see 
Num. 16:21).  The terrible destruction of the cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah also reminds us of this truth (Gen. 
19:24,25). 
These two images of Divine fire seem opposite in character 
and raise questions concerning the vengeance versus the 
mercy of God.  Concerning the vision of the Prophet 
Daniel, in which a fiery stream pours forth from the throne 
of the Ancient of Days (Dan 7:9,10), Saint John 
Maximovich says: ºThe more consciously and persistently a 
man strives toward God in his life, the greater will be his 
joy when he hears: ¼Come unto Me, ye blessed.½  And 
conversely: the same words will call the fire of horror and 
torture on those who did not desire Him, who fled and 
fought or blasphemed Him during their lifetime!»  The 
deep truth of God as love, revealed by our Lord Jesus 
Christ, may only be experienced, depending on the state of 
our soul. 

The recognition that the experience of the fire of God 
depends upon our response to God is sobering and but also 
hopeful.  Like the pillar of fire by which the ancient People 
were led, directed, and protected by God (Ex. 13:21-22), so 
the most pure Virgin Theotokos also was led, directed, and 
overshadowed so that she might bear in her womb the all-
consuming fire of the eternal Word of God.  As she 
received the Uncontainable into herself, she was blessed 
likewise to give physical nurture to the Fire of God upon 
Whom no one may look and survive.  The appellation all-
pure directs us to consider the state of her heart and soul, 
which God knew and selected as fitting for union with our 
nature.  No less, the term calls us to self-examination, 
prayer, and the ascesis of purification - to labor.  May the 
fire of God illumine my darkness! 
Most significant for those who are called the faithful in 
Christ, is the announcement of a purification and cleansing 
by fire that can make us fit vessels for the fire of God.  The 
empowering presence of the Holy Spirit of God 
descending upon the Disciples at Pentecost, º...appeared to 
them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of 
them» (Acts 2:3).  These average, ordinary men were filled 
and shielded by the fire of God, and thus received God½s 
fire as grace.  Divine fire renews radically.  Compare the 
change in the disciples - their manner in the Gospel of 
Luke while with the Lord in His walks through Galilee, 
Samaria, and Judea, against the portrait of them in the Acts 
of the Apostles.  How very different they became. 
Were these the same men?  They were indeed average and 
ordinary, like ourselves, but men who were able to say, 
º...we have seen with our eyes...we have looked upon, and 
our hands have handled...the Word of life....manifested to 
us» (1 Jn. 1:1,2), men purged by the fire of God. 
O Holy Paraclete, come and what is rigid, gently bend, and what 

is frozen, warmly tend. 

 
Taken from www.dymanispublications.org 

 



 

  

DDiissmmiissssaall   HHyymmnnss  aanndd  KKoonntt aakkiioonn
 

 

Ton  see-na-nar-hon  Lo-gon  Pa-tree  ke  Pnev-ma-tee, 
* ton  ek  Par-the-noo  tek-then-ta * ees  so-tee-ree-an    
ee-mon, * a-neem-nee-so-men  pee-stee  ke                
pro-skee-nee-so-men; *     o-tee  eev-tho-kees-e  sarkee, 
* a-nel-theen  en  to  Stav-ro, * ke  tha-naton                 
ee-po-mee-ne, * ke  e-yee-re  toos  te-thne-o-tas * en  
tee  en-tho-xo  A-na-sta-see af-too. 
 

Resurrection Dismissal Hymn  Fifth  Tone  
The Word Who with the Father and Spirit is co-
beginningless, * the One born from a Virgin * for our 
salvation, * let us praise and worship we the faithful; * for He 
accepted to ascend * in the flesh upon the Cross, * and death 
for us to endure, * and raise all the departed, * in His 
Resurrection glorious. 
  

EEnntt rraannccee  HHyymmnn  

Come, let us worship and bow before Christ.  Save us, O 
Son of God having risen from the dead, singing to You; 
Alleluia. 

 

 

Or-tho-tho-xee-as o fos-teer, * Ek-klee-see-as to     
stee-reeg-ma ke thee-thas-ka-le, * ton mo-nas-ton ee 
kal-lo-nee, * ton the-o-lo-gon ee-per-ma-hos                 
a-pros-ma-hee-tos, * Gree-go-ree-e thav-ma-toor-ye, * 
Thes-sa-lo-nee-kees to kaf-hee-ma, * kee-reex tees     
ha-ree-tos, ee-ke-tev-e thee-a pan-tos, * so-thee-ne tas 
psee-has ee-mon. 
 

Dismissal Hymn of St. Gregory Palamas  Pl. 4 th   
Light of Orthodoxy, * pillar and teacher of the Church, * 
adornment of monastics, invincible champion of theologians, * 
O Gregory you wonderworker, * boast of Thessalonica, * 
herald of grace: ever pray that our souls be saved. 
 

 

 

See-me-ron  tees  so-tee-ree-as  ee-mon  to  ke-fa-le-on, * 
ke  too  ap  e-o-nos  Mee-stee-ree-oo  ee fa-ne-ro-sees;  * o      
Ee-os  too  The-oo  Ee-os  tees  Par-the-noo  yee-ne-te,  * 
ke  Ga-vree-eel  teen  ha-reen ev-an-ge-lee-ze-te. * Thee-o 
ke ee-mees seen af-to *tee The-o-to-ko vo-ee-so-men, * 
H e-re Ke-ha-ree-to-me-nee, *o Kee-ree-os me-ta  soo. 
 

Dismissal Hymn of the Annunciation  4th  Tone  
Today is the crown of our salvation * and the manifestation 
of the mystery that is from all eternity.  * The Son of God 
becomes the Son of the Virgin, * and Gabriel announces 
the good tidings of grace.  * Therefore let us also join him 
and cry aloud * to the Theotokos: * Hail, you who are full of 
grace: * the Lord is with you. 
 

 

Tee  ee-per-ma-ho  stra-tee-go  ta  nee-kee-tee-ree-a.  Os 
lee-tro-thee-sa  ton  thee-non  ef-ha-ree-stee-ree-a,             
a-na-gra-fo  see  ee  Po-lees  soo  The-o-to-ke.  Al os          
e-hoo-sa  to  kra-tos  a-pros-ma-hee-ton;  ek  pan-tee-on 
me  keen-thee-non  e-lef-the-ro-son,  ee-na  kra-zo  see; 
He-re  neem-phee  a-neem-fef-te. 

KKoonn tt aakkii oonn   ooff   tt hh ee  TThh eeoott ookkooss  
To thee, the Champion Leader, we your flock dedicate a 
feast of victory and of thanksgiving, as ones rescued out of 
sufferings, O Theotokos.  But as you are one with might 
which is invincible, from all dangers that can be do you 
deliver us, that we may cry out to you: Hail, you Bride 
unwedded.  
 
 

SSccrr iipptt uurree  RReeaaddiinnggss  ff oorr   tt hhee  DDiivviinnee  LLii tt uurrggyy  
EEppii sstt ll ee::  HH eebbrr eewwss  11::1100--1144;;  22::11--33  

n the beginning, you O Lord, didst found the earth, 
and the heavens are the work of thy hands; they will 
perish, but thou remainest; they will all grow old like a 

garment, like a mantle thou wilt roll them up, and they will 
be changed. But thou art the same, and thy years will never 
end." But to what angel has he ever said, "Sit at my right 
hand, till I make thy enemies a stool for thy feet?" Are they II   



 

  

not all ministering spirits sent forth to serve, for the sake of 
those who are to obtain salvation? Therefore we must pay 
closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away 
from it. For if the message declared by angels was valid and 
every transgression or disobedience received a just 
retribution, how shall we escape if we neglect such a great 
salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was 
attested to us by those who heard him. 

ϔϧѽɯϵϤϪϲϥѺ ϝэϤϜϘѺ ϧЖϠɯϖЪϠɯЏϛϘϟϘϞЮϬϦϔϥѺ ϝϔЯ ВϤϖϔɯ

ϧѦϠɯ ϪϘϜϤѦϠɯ ϦϢэ ϘбϦϜϠɯ Ϣа ϢѐϤϔϠϢЮѿɯ ϔѐϧϢЯ 

ϵϣϢϞϢѕϠϧϔϜѺ Ϧю ϗЍ ϗϜϔϟЌϠϘϜϥѿɯ ϝϔЯ ϣϲϠϧϘϥɯѠϥɯ

аϟϲϧϜϢϠɯϣϔϞϔϜϬϛЕϦϢϠϧϔϜѺ ϝϔЯ ѠϦϘЯ ϣϘϤϜϕрϞϔϜϢϠɯЎϞЮϡϘϜϥɯ

ϔѐϧϢэϥѺ ѠϥɯаϟϲϧϜϢϠɯϝϔЯ ϵϞϞϔϖЕϦϢϠϧϔϜѿɯϦю ϗЍ т ϔѐϧсϥɯϘз 

ϝϔЯ ϧϳ ВϧϚɯ ϦϢϨɯ ϢѐϝɯЏϝϞϘЮϫϢϨϦϜϠȭɯ ͑Ϥсϥɯ ϧЮϠϔɯ ϗЍ ϧѦϠɯ

ϵϖϖЌϞϬϠɯϘдϤϚϝЌϠɯϣϢϧϘѺ ϲ͋ϛϢϨɯЏϝɯϗϘϡϜѦϠɯϟϢϨɯАϬϥɯϹϠɯ

ϛѦ ϧϢюϥɯЏϪϛϤϢэϥɯϦϢϨɯяϣϢϣрϗϜϢϠɯϧѦϠɯϣϢϗѦϠɯϦϢϨѹɯϢѐϪЯ 

ϣϲϠϧϘϥɯ ϘбϦЯϠɯ ϞϘϜϧϢϨϤϖϜϝϳ ϣϠϘэϟϔϧϔɯ Ϙбϥɯ ϗϜϔϝϢϠЮϔϠɯ

ϵϣϢϦϧϘϞϞрϟϘϠϔɯ ϗϜϳ ϧϢюϥɯ ϟЌϞϞϢϠϧϔϥɯ ϝϞϚϤϢϠϢϟϘжϠɯ

ϦϬϧϚϤЮϔϠѹɯͅϜϳ ϧϢѕϧϢɯϗϘж ϣϘϤϜϦϦϢϧЌϤϬϥɯϣϤϢϦЌϪϘϜϠɯЗϟЉϥɯ

ϧϢжϥɯϵϝϢϨϦϛϘжϦϜϠѺ ϟЕϣϢϧϘɯϣϔϤϔϤϨѦϟϘϠȭɯ͆б ϖϳϤɯт ϗϜѽɯ

ϵϖϖЌϞϬϠɯϞϔϞϚϛϘЯϥɯϞрϖϢϥɯЏϖЌϠϘϧϢɯϕЌϕϔϜϢϥѺ ϝϔЯ ϣЉϦϔɯ

ϣϔϤϲϕϔϦϜϥɯ ϝϔЯ ϣϔϤϔϝϢЖ ВϞϔϕϘϠɯВϠϗϜϝϢϠɯ

ϟϜϦϛϔϣϢϗϢϦЮϔϠѺ ϣѦϥɯЗϟϘжϥɯЏϝϩϘϨϡрϟϘϛϔɯ ϧϚϞϜϝϔэϧϚϥɯ

ϵϟϘϞЕϦϔϠϧϘϥɯ ϦϬϧϚϤЮϔϥѹɯЙϧϜϥѺ ϵϤϪЖϠɯ ϞϔϕϢѕϦϔɯ

ϞϔϞϘжϦϛϔϜɯϗϜϳ ϧϢѕ ϝϨϤЮϢϨѺ яϣс ϧѦϠɯϵϝϢϨϦϲϠϧϬϠɯϘбϥɯ

ЗϟЉϥɯЏϕϘϕϔϜўϛϚѺ 

  GGoossppeell ::  MMaarr kk  22::11--1122  
t that time, Jesus entered Capernaum and it was 
reported that he was at home. And many were gathered 
together, so that there was no longer room for them, 

not even about the door; and he was preaching the word to 
them. And they came, bringing to him a paralytic carried by 
four men. And when they could not get near him because of 
the crowd, they removed the roof above him; and when they 
had made an opening, they let down the pallet on which the 
paralytic lay. And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the 
paralytic, "My son, your sins are forgiven." Now some of the 
scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, "Why 
does this man speak thus? It is a blasphemy! Who can forgive 

sins but God alone?" And immediately Jesus, perceiving in his 
spirit that they thus questioned within themselves, said to 
them, "Why do you question thus in your hearts? Which is 
easier, to say to the paralytic, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to 
say, 'Rise, take up your pallet and walk? But that you may 
know that the Son of man has authority on earth to forgive 
sins"-he said to the paralytic-"I say to you, rise, take up your 
pallet and go home." And he rose, and immediately took up 
the pallet and went out before them all; so that they were all 
amazed and glorified God, saying, "We never saw anything 
like this!"  

Ѵ ϝϔϜϤѴ ЏϝϘЮϠѲȮɯ ϘбϦЪϞϛϘϠɯт ΞϚϦϢѕϥɯ Ϙбϥɯ

͋ϔϩϔϤϠϔϢюϟɯϝϔЯ ИϝϢэϦϛϚɯфϧϜɯϘбϥɯϢдϝϢϠɯЏϦϧϜȭɯ͋ϔЯ 

ϦϨϠЕϪϛϚϦϔϠɯϣϢϞϞϢЯ ѢϦϧϘɯϟϚϝЌϧϜɯϪϬϤϘжϠɯϟϚϗЍ ϧϳ 

ϣϤсϥɯϧЖϠɯϛэϤϔϠѺ ϝϔЯ ЏϞϲϞϘϜɯϔѐϧϢжϥɯϧсϠɯϞрϖϢϠȭɯ͋ϔЯ 

ВϤϪϢϠϧϔϜɯ ϩЌϤϢϠϧϘϥɯ ϣϤсϥɯ ϔѐϧсϠɯ ϣϔϤϔϞϨϧϜϝсϠɯ

ϔбϤрϟϘϠϢϠɯяϣс ϧϘϦϦϲϤϬϠȭɯ ͋ϔЯ ϟЖ ϗϨϠϲϟϘϠϢϜɯ

ϣϤϢϦϘϠЌϖϝϔϜɯϔѐϧѴ ϗϜϳ ϧсϠɯцϪϞϢϠɯϵϣϘϦϧЌϖϔϦϔϠɯϧЖϠɯ

ϦϧЌϖϚϠɯфϣϢϨɯНϠѺ ϝϔЯ ЏϡϢϤэϡϔϠϧϘϥɯ ϪϔϞѦϦϜɯ ϧсϠɯ

ϝϤϲϕϔϧϧϢϠɯфϣϢϨɯт ϣϔϤϔϞϨϧϜϝсϥɯϝϔϧЌϝϘϜϧϢȭɯ͋ϔЯ бϗџϠɯт 

ΞϚϦϢѕϥɯ ϧЖϠɯ ϣЮϦϧϜϠɯ ϔѐϧѦϠɯ ϞЌϖϘϜɯ ϧѴ ϣϔϤϔϞϨϧϜϝѴѺ 

Ќ͔ϝϠϢϠѺ ϵϩЮϘϠϧϔЮ ϦϢϨɯϔа ϴϟϔϤϧЮϔϜȭɯΏϦϔϠɯϗЌ ϧϜϠϘϥɯϧѦϠɯ

ϖϤϔϟϟϔϧЌϬϠɯЏϝϘж ϝϔϛЕϟϘϠϢϜɯ ϝϔЯ ϗϜϔϞϢϖϜϙрϟϘϠϢϜɯЏϠɯ

ϧϔжϥɯ ϝϔϤϗЮϔϜϥɯ ϔѐϧѦϠѺ͔Ю ϢїϧϢϥɯ ϢёϧϬϥɯ ϞϔϞϘжѹɯ

ϕϞϔϦϩϚϟϘжѿɯϧЮϥɯϗэϠϔϧϔϜɯϵϩϜЌϠϔϜɯϴϟϔϤϧЮϔϥɯϘб ϟЖ Ϙиϥɯт 

ϛϘрϥѹϝϔЯ ϘѐϛюϥɯЏϣϜϖϠϢюϥɯт ΞϚϦϢѕϥɯϧѴ ϣϠϘэϟϔϧϜɯϔѐϧϢѕ 

фϧϜɯϢёϧϬϥɯϗϜϔϞϢϖЮϙϢϠϧϔϜɯЏϠɯЎϔϨϧϢжϥɯϞЌϖϘϜɯϔѐϧϢжϥѺ Ю͔ 

ϧϔѕϧϔɯϗϜϔϞϢϖЮϙϘϦϛϘɯЏϠɯϧϔжϥɯϝϔϤϗЮϔϜϥɯяϟѦϠѹϧЮ ЏϦϧϜϠɯ

ϘѐϝϢϣўϧϘϤϢϠѺ ϘбϣϘжϠɯϧѴ ϣϔϤϔϞϨϧϜϝѴѺ ϩ͛ЮϘϠϧϔЮ ϦϢϨɯϔа 

ϴϟϔϤϧЮϔϜѺ М ϘбϣϘжϠѺ ͽϖϘϜϤϘɯϝϔЯ ϺϤϢϠɯϧсϠɯϝϤϲϕϔϧϧрϠɯ

ϦϢϨɯϝϔЯ ϣϘϤϜϣϲϧϘϜѹвϠϔɯϗЍ ϘбϗЪϧϘɯфϧϜɯЏϡϢϨϦЮϔϠɯВϪϘϜɯт 

Ϩасϥɯ ϧϢѕ ϵϠϛϤўϣϢϨɯϵϩϜЌϠϔϜɯϴϟϔϤϧЮϔϥɯЏϣЯ ϧЪϥɯ ϖЪϥɯ

ϞЌϖϘϜɯ ϧѴ ϣϔϤϔϞϨϧϜϝѴѺ͓ ϢЯ ϞЌϖϬѺ ВϖϘϜϤϘɯϺϤϢϠɯ ϧсϠɯ

ϝϤϲϕϔϧϧрϠɯ ϦϢϨɯ ϝϔЯ ёϣϔϖϘɯ Ϙбϥɯ ϧсϠɯ ϢзϝрϠɯ ϦϢϨȭɯ ͋ϔЯ 

ИϖЌϤϛϚɯ ϝϔЯ ϘѐϛюϥɯϸϤϔϥɯ ϧсϠɯ ϝϤϲϕϔϧϧϢϠɯЏϡЪϞϛϘϠɯ

ВϟϣϤϢϦϛϘϠɯ ϣϲϠϧϬϠѺ ѢϦϧϘɯЏϡЮϦϧϔϦϛϔϜɯ ϣϲϠϧϔϥɯ ϝϔЯ 

ϗϢϡϲϙϘϜϠɯ ϧсϠɯ ϛϘсϠɯ ϞЌϖϢϠϧϔϥɯфϧϜɯ ͐ёϧϬϥɯ ϢѐϗЌϣϢϧϘɯ

ϘдϗϢϟϘϠȭ 

SSccrr iipptt uurree  RReeaaddiinnggss  ff oorr   tt hhee  WWeeeekk  
DD aayy  ooff  tthhee  WW eeeekk  OOrrtthhrrooss  OOTT   //   GGoossppeell  VVeessppeerrss  OOTT 11  //   OOTT   22  //   EEppiisstt llee  
Monday, March 1 Isaiah 8:13-9:7 Genesis 6:9-22 / Proverbs 8:1-21 

Tuesday, March 2 Isaiah 9:9-10:4 Genesis 7:1-5/ Proverbs 8:32-9:11 

Wednesday, March 3 Isaiah 10:12-20 Genesis 7:6-9 / Proverbs 9:12-18 

Thursday, March 4 Isaiah 11:10-12:2 Genesis 7:11-8:3 / Proverbs 10:1-22 

Friday, March 5 Isaiah 13:2-13 Genesis 8:4-21 / Proverbs 10:31-11:12 

Saturday, March 6 Mark 2:14-17 Hebrews 10:32-38 

Sunday, March 7 Mark 8:34-38; 9:1 Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:1-6 
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